


The Honorable Matt Mahan, Mayor of San José 

and Members of the City Council 

via email, June 13, 2024 
 

re:  Council 6/18/24, Agenda Item 3.5: “Potential November 2024 Ballot Measure Polling” 
 

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers, 
 

We, the undersigned, are writing about the potential November 2024 Parks Ballot Measure.  While many of us 

have served or are serving on various city or county commissions, task forces, boards, and associations, we speak 

as individuals, and we sign our organization names only for the purpose of identification. 
 

Parks are important to us in the community!  Parks are the heart of our communities, the places we go to get 

outdoors for our physical and mental health, to play with our kids, to meet our neighbors: to enjoy life!   
 

In March, Staff proposed conducting a poll regarding park funding, and a number of us wrote to say we agreed 

with you that our parks need to be maintained, and we suggested asking the public for ideas and support.  Fees 

on new developments help fund new parks for new residents, and also help with some major improvements in 

existing parks; taxes on the sale or remodeling of existing homes also help some with major repairs – but there is 

a significant backlog of needed maintenance.  We all need to be willing to do our share. 
 

Council commissioned a poll to ask the community for recommendations on how to deal with the backlog.  The 

initial poll results echo our expectations, showing that the public doesn’t want to try getting money by giving 

long-term leases of our parks for commercial purposes, but people do appear to be willing to consider a parcel 

tax to keep our parks, playgrounds, trails, and other facilities clean and well-maintained, and to provide gang 

prevention, senior health and nutrition, and children and youth programs. 
 

We urge you to continue ballot language refinement for the measure to combine park maintenance with 

neighborhood services, and to abandon the investigation of a measure that would dilute core services from 

Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services (PRNS).  We are concerned that combining a park measure with 

homeless services is likely to attract resistance from strong park supporters.  We also think it may be a hard sell 

to ask residents to pay a tax for parks if the city discounts park fees for high-rise residential developers.  We 

hope that your consultant has some suggestions on how to mediate those oppositional forces. 
 

We thank you for surveying the public!  We look forward to seeing how your further community surveys will 

shape the ballot language.  We also look forward to providing our insights at your August Council meeting.   
 

We all want our San José to continue to be a wonderful place to live, work, and play for all of our residents! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Lawrence Ames, chair, District 6 N’hd Leaders Group; vice chair, SJ Parks & Rec Cmsn. 

Jean Dresden, founder, San Jose Park Advocates 

Rod Diridon, Sr., former Santa Clara Co. Supervisor; past chair, California High-Speed Rail Authority 

Gloria C. Duffy, President and CEO, Commonwealth Club of California 

Vicki Alexander, Boardmember, Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority 

Kathy Sutherland, Delmas Park 

Barbara Marshman, former Opinion Page Editor, San José Mercury News  

Bob Levy, Santa Clara Co. Planning Cmsnr; former San José and Santa Clara County Parks Commissioner 

Dan Chapman, 40+ year resident of the Shasta Hanchett Neighborhood 

Eric Carruthers, retired principal planner, Santa Clara County and resident of San José (Willow Glen) 

Virginia Holtz, former SJ Parks & Rec Cmsnr; former Boardmember, Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority 

Susan Price, past Chair of RoseGlen NA 

David Noel, President, Erikson Neighborhood Association 

















Veggielution
www.veggielution.org | info@veggielution.org

647 S King Rd, San Jose, CA 95116 | (408) 753-6705

200 E. Santa Clara St
San Jose, CA 95113
Sent via electronic mail

RE: Item 3.5 on 6/18/2024 City Council agenda, Potential November 2024 Ballot Measure
Polling

Dear San José City Council and Honorable Mayor,

Veggielution is writing to express our strong support for the proposed measures to enhance and
maintain open spaces and parks in San José in item 3.5. As an organization that values the
benefits these spaces provide to our community, we believe the staff's recommendations are
crucial for the continued well-being of our city's residents.

Reviewing survey results is essential to ensure that the proposed measures, including parcel
tax measures, a bond measure, and a charter amendment for long-term leases in city parks,
reflect our community's needs and desires. Directing the City Manager and City Attorney to draft
ballot language for a parcel tax measure is a prudent and necessary action. The funds from this
tax will be vital for cleaning, maintaining, and improving our parks, playgrounds, trails,
restrooms, and recreation facilities. This investment in our city’s infrastructure will enhance the
aesthetic appeal of our neighborhoods and contribute to the health and well-being of all
residents by providing safe and well-maintained recreational spaces.

In conclusion, we urge the Council to support the staff recommendations, considering the
substantial benefits they will bring to our community. Investing in our parks is an investment in
the quality of life, health, and happiness of every San José resident.

Thank you for your attention and dedication to this important matter.

Emily Schwing
Veggielution
Acting Executive Director











June 18, 2024

San Jose City Council
200 E Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113

Re: Support for Item 3.5 Potential November 2024 Ballot Measure Polling

SPUR is a nonprofit public policy organization that brings people together from across the
political spectrum to develop solutions to the big problems cities face. We are writing in support
of Item 3.5, which would further consider a November 2024 parks funding ballot measure.

San José has approximately $500 million in deferred park maintenance and infrastructure costs.
This figure does not include the cost of ongoing maintenance. Although the City has made gains
in replacing many of the maintenance staffing lost during the Great Recession, the staffing levels
are still well below that peak. Given revenue trends, it is unlikely that the city will be able to
close the gap on deferred maintenance or pay for adequate maintenance going forward without
securing more sustainable funding resources.

San José’s parks are not just green spaces, they are a vital part of the city’s ecological and social
infrastructure. They play a crucial role in the health of our residents and visitors, and have the
potential to mitigate many climate risks like flooding and extreme heat. Moreover,
well-maintained parks have a direct impact on property values and economic prosperity in
adjacent neighborhoods. Our report, 'Guadalupe River Park: A Shared Future in Downtown San
José ', highlights that the revitalization of Guadalupe River Park could potentially boost nearby
property values by $2 billion. This increase in value can be harnessed and reinvested into
community facilities, infrastructure, and social programs, creating a virtuous cycle that yields
broad environmental, economic, and social dividends.

It's clear that the condition of our city parks will continue to deteriorate unless we implement
significant and sustainable funding mechanisms. We urge the City Council to take the lead in this
matter and direct staff to conduct further polling. This will provide the necessary data to consider
placing a measure on the ballot for the November 2024 presidential election, a crucial step
toward securing the future of our parks.

Sincerely,

Sujata Srivastava, Chief Policy Officer
SPUR





‭June 17, 2024‬

‭San Jose City Council‬
‭200 E Santa Clara Street‬
‭San Jose, CA 95113‬

‭Re: Support for Item 3.5 Potential November 2024 Ballot Measure Polling‬

‭Dear Honorable Mayor & City Council,‬

‭The Guadalupe River Park Conservancy provides community leadership for the active-use and development‬

‭of the Guadalupe River Park through education, advocacy, and stewardship. We express‬‭support for Agenda‬
‭Item 3.5 Potential November 2024 Ballot Measure Polling‬‭,‬‭and believe this is an opportunity to support key‬
‭community priorities on parks maintenance, cleanliness, and beautification. Parks uplift communities‬
‭through several ways:‬

‭Parks and open spaces are physical, social, and green infrastructure:‬‭High-quality parks support community‬
‭connection, public health, and create economic and civic value. Parks are also key elements of green‬
‭infrastructure that support our environmental resilience and ongoing fight against climate change.‬

‭Parks support equity and public health priorities:‬‭Parks nurture connection to nature and the environment‬
‭through access and programming, promote a culture of volunteerism and civic engagement, enhance‬
‭positive physical and mental health outcomes, and improve food systems security.‬

‭Parks as a vessel for economic recovery goals:‬‭Our‬‭parks play a role in our future economic‬
‭competitiveness. They have long served as economic generating engines such as: large scale events,‬
‭street vending, tourism, platform for public art, and business attraction opportunities.‬

‭Studies by Trust for Public Land and LandVote show support for land conservation and park measures‬
‭throughout the country, even through the pandemic, and ongoing funding sources for maintenance is more‬
‭limited than for other purposes (see below).‬

‭There is no lack of need within San Jose’s parks system, particularly with a maintenance backlog of over‬
‭half a billion dollars. We support Agenda Item 3.5 Potential November 2024 Ballot Measure Polling and‬
‭encourage City Council’s consideration.‬

‭Regards,‬

‭Jason Su, Executive Director‬

‭Attached:‬
‭1.‬ ‭LandVote, “TPL LandVote Database,” Summary of Measures by Year, 1988-present‬
‭2.‬ ‭Trust for Public Land, “$8.7 Billion for Parks, Climate, and Conservation Approved by Voters”‬
‭3.‬ ‭Trust for Public Land, “Fundamentals of Funding for Local Parks and Greenspace,” Executive Summary‬
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Welcome to the TPL LandVote Database!

   

               

Across the country, dozens of state and local governments each year vote to raise public funds in support of land conservation. The Trust For Public Land's LandVote® D
source of information about these measures. The database brings together the most comprehensive history available for conservation finance measures that have bee

Use the reports, accessed from the measures menu above or the list at left, to explore the database. In each report, click on the columns to sort by different variables. A
report, there are tables displaying the totals. Click graph to see a bar chart of the totals. You may also customize any existing report or create a new report. Searching fo
Use the find feature on the measures menu.

See the latest list of Upcoming Elections and learn how to get involved. 

For help or advanced queries email landvote@tpl.org. For more information about the data, please see the note below.

The Trust for Public Land helps states and communities raise public funds for conservation. More information on TPL's conservation finance services can be found on TP

Citing LandVote®: To recognize the valuable role of LandVote®, users of LandVote® are asked to formally acknowledge the data source. This acknowledgment should
citation. The citation can be formatted as follows:

The Trust for Public Land, LandVote®, 2022, www.landvote.org.

© 2005-2022 The Trust for Public Land. All rights reserved.

Note About the Data

LandVote tracks two major types of conservation ballot measures:
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Summary of Measures by Year, 1988-present

Full Report   Email   More
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Home $8.7 Billion for Parks, Climate, and Conservation Approved by Voters

$8.7 Billion for Parks, Climate, and Conservation Approved
by Voters

San Francisco
2022-11-09

San Francisco, CA- In one of the most competitive Midterm elections in recent memory, voters across
the country showed once again at the ballot box that they are not simply partisan red or blue, but
willing to vote for a greener and healthier future for their communities.

According to a Trust for Public Land analysis, on Election Day, voters approved nearly $8.7 billion in
new funding for parks, climate resilience, and land conservation. The $8.7 billion approved by voters on
November 8 is the largest amount of new state and local funding approved for conservation since
2016.

Trust for Public Land actively helped design and organized voter support for parks, climate, and land
conservation measures on the November 2022 ballot in 33 communities. Thirty of these measure have
been approved, creating $8 billion in new funding.  Altogether, the Trust for Public Land worked with
local residents on over one-half of all of the parks and conservation measures on the ballot this
November.

“The effects of climate change and the pandemic over the last few years have had a huge impact on
people’s lives and their communities. Parks and protected natural areas continue to demonstrate their
immense value for providing clean air, clean water, and wildlife habitat, helping to mitigate and make
communities more resilient to a changing climate, and improving our physical and mental health.” said
Will Abberger, director of Conservation Finance at Trust for Public Land. “There’s so much power in
asking voters to vote ‘Yes’ for conservation, which is why Americans of all political stripes in
communities large and small across the country voted to protect and expand their access to the
outdoors.”

The 2022 election gave voters in 63 jurisdictions throughout the country an opportunity to weigh in on
the value of outdoors spaces to their quality of life.  Ballot measures funding new parks, climate
resilience and adaptation, and land and water conservation were approved in at least 54 cities,
counties, special districts, and states, an 86 percent passage rate. A complete listing of all November
2022 conservation ballot measures can be found on the Trust for Public Land’s LandVote website at
www.LandVote.org

TPL is the national leader in supporting community organizations, and advising state and local
governments, to design, pass, and implement state and local public funding measures for parks,
climate, and conservation. Since the inception of its Conservation Finance program in 1996, the Trust
for Public Land has helped pass 646 ballot measures—an 83 percent success rate—creating nearly $93
billion in voter-approved funding for parks, land conservation, and climate change mitigation.

The following ballot measures supported by the Trust for Public Land were approved by voters:

California



Marin County –Marin County voters approved a new parcel tax to finance a $23 million bond to help
purchase the 110-acre Tiburon Ridge, also known as the “Martha Property,” by 77 percent.
Acquisition of this property would to protect critically endangered open space, natural areas,
wildlife habitat, and water quality for surrounding Tiburon and Belvedere.

Colorado

Douglas County – Measure 1A, which will fund parks, trails, open space, historic preservation, and
conservation for the next fifteen years, was approved by 88 percent. This renewal of the 0.17
percent sales and use tax is expected to raise $217 million.
Routt County – Routt County voters approved Prop 1A, the reauthorization of the County’s Purchase
of Development Rights (PDR) program, by 85 percent.   The measure will provide continued funding
for the PDR program for the next ten years to conserve water, wildlife, and working ranches.  At a
rate of 1.5 mills, the property tax levy is expected to raise $29 million. 
Windsor – Issue 3F was approved by 59 percent and will increase the Town’s sales and use tax by
$1.62 million annually at a rate of 0.25 percent. The measure will provide dedicated funding for
open space land acquisition, stewardship, operations, and maintenance. The sales and use tax
increase is expected to raise $32 million over twenty years.

Florida

Alachua County – Alachua County voters voted 52 percent to renew the county’s popular Wild
Spaces & Public Places program, which will conservatively raise $246 million for parks and land
conservation over ten years. An additional $246 million will also be raised for repair of existing
roads, fire stations and public facilities, and provision of affordable housing. This one-cent sales tax
will replace the existing half cent sales tax. This is the fourth conservation funding measure before
Alachua County voters in 22 years and the third with assistance from TPL.
Brevard County – Brevard County voters approved $50 million in bonds to extend the County’s
Environmentally Endangered Lands program to acquire, improve and maintain wildlife habitat,
wetlands, woodlands, and lands that protect Indian River Lagoon and St. Johns River by 70 percent.
Funding will also maintain and improve nature education centers. The bonds will be backed by a
property tax of up to 0.1465 mills.
Indian River County – By 78 percent, Indian River County voters approved a $50 million bond to
continue the County’s highly successful conservation land acquisition program. This is Indian River
County’s third land conservation funding measure, following successful bond measures in 1992 and
2004. TPL assisted with the $50 million bond measure in 2004. Funds would be used to preserve
environmentally significant lands to restore the Indian River Lagoon, protect water resources,
natural areas, wildlife habitat, and drinking water sources.
Nassau County – By 68 percent, Nassau County voters approved a $30 million bond to establish a
new county land conservation program to acquire lands that improve water quality and protect
drinking water sources, natural areas, beaches and the St. Mary’s, Nassau and Amelia Rivers.
Conservation of these lands will also help reduce flooding, conserve wildlife habitat, and provide
outdoor recreation. Nassau County has already received 750 project proposals for places that
residents would like to see conserved. TPL has worked with Nassau County since 2019 to move this
measure to the ballot. The measure was referred to and subsequently removed from the November
2020 ballot due to the economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Polk County – By 58 percent, Polk County voters approved a 0.20 mill property tax increase to
preserve water resources, environmental lands, and fish and wildlife habitat.  The measure would
generate $200 million over twenty years and support $75 million bond.

Illinois

Forest Preserves of Cook County – TPL has been working since 2016 to establish dedicated funding
for the Forest Preserves. Cook County voters approved the 0.025 percent property tax increase on
the November ballot by 68 percent. The measure will generate over $1 billion over 25 years. This
funding will be used to implement Forest Preserves’ “Next Century Conservation Plan,” which
proposes to restore 30,000 acres and acquire land to expand the forest preserves, improving air and
water quality and protecting wildlife habitat and natural areas for the Cook County, especially in
Chicago’s southeastern suburbs.

Massachusetts



Community Preservation Act – Five Massachusetts municipalities voted to adopt the Community
Preservation Act, a state program that allows communities to establish a local property tax
dedicated to open space, outdoor recreation, historic preservation, and affordable housing.
 Worcester, the second largest city in Massachusetts, approved CPA at 52 percent, which will
generate $24 million for watershed protection and affordable housing. The towns of Boylston,
Natick, Shelburne and Westborough also approved CPA.

Montana

Ravalli County – Based on a successful 2006 land conservation bond, Ravalli County voters
approved a $10 million bond at 71 percent. The measure will extend funding for this western
Montana county’s Open Lands Program, designed to manage increasing county growth, preserve
open space, protect the Bitterroot River, bolster the local economy, and maintain wildlife habitat
through voluntary conservation easements and the creation of new recreation amenities.

New York

New York (statewide) – At $4.2 billion, this is the largest state measure on the November 2022
ballot. It was referred to and subsequently removed from the November 2020 ballot due to the
economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2021, the New York Legislature again referred the
measure to the November 2022 ballot. New York voters approved the bond by 67 percent. In
addition to providing significant funding for climate adaptation and resiliency, the Clean Air, Clean
Water, and Jobs Bond requires that at least 40 percent of the funding be dedicated to projects that
improve the environment in environmental justice communities, ensuring substantial and
meaningful impact in communities that have been hardest hit by pollution historically.
Gardiner – Following the successful New Paltz, NY, measure in 2020, Gardiner became the second
municipality in Ulster County to approve a new real estate transfer tax to support a local
Community Preservation Fund. The new tax was approved by 74 percent. The fund will be used to
protect the town’s river and streams, drinking water source, working farms, and wildlife habitat. The
1.25 percent real estate transfer tax would generate an estimated $8 million over twenty years.

North Carolina

Buncombe County – Buncombe County voters approved two companion bond questions on the
ballot: a $30 million bond for land conservation, trails, and protecting farms and forests and a $40
million bond for affordable housing. The bonds were approved by 69 percent and 62 percent,
respectively. Both are backed by modest property tax levies. These bonds will enable Buncombe
County to protect an estimated 6,000 acres of land by 2030, assist in completing a robust system of
trails, and provide workforce housing in Buncombe County.

Ohio

Cleveland MetroParks – Metropolitan Cleveland voters approved a 10-year, 2.7 mill levy for the
Parks District, replacing their existing levy, by 77 percent. The measure is expected to generate $960
million over ten years.

Pennsylvania

Carbon County – Carbon County is the first county in Pennsylvania to consider dedicated funding for
land conservation since 2008. The $10 million bond was approved by 81 percent and will protect
drinking water sources, the water quality of lakes, rivers, and streams, working farms and local food
sources, and wildlife habitat.
Westtown – Westtown voters approved both an earned income tax increase and property tax
increase to help fund the acquisition of historic Crebilly Farm, site of the Revolutionary War Battle
of the Brandywine.  The measure passed at 66 percent.

South Carolina

Beaufort County – Beaufort County voters approved by 53 percent the first county sales tax measure
dedicated to land conservation under new state enabling legislation passed earlier this year. The



one-cent sales will apply only for two years and raise up to $100 million to preserve land, purchase
easements, and protect water quality. The measure enables land conservation not only in Beaufort
County, but also in more rural and disadvantaged adjacent Jasper, Hampton, and Colleton Counties.
This is the sixth land conservation funding measure considered by Beaufort County voters, following
successful bond referenda in 2000, 2006, 2012, 2014, and 2018.
Berkeley County – Berkeley County voters renewed the county’s 1 percent transportation sales tax to
both repair roads and, for the first time, also fund a county “greenbelt” program by 74 percent. The
Berkeley County program is modeled on neighboring Charleston County’s successful greenbelt
program. The Berkeley County program is estimated to generate $59 million for the purchase of
property for conservation, passive and active greenspace, protecting natural resources, agricultural
or heritage landscapes, and scenic corridors.

Dorchester County – The Dorchester County approved a renewal of their transportation sales tax
that also includes funding for a new “greenbelt” program by 59 percent. This measure will generate
$35 million to protect land and improve water quality in this Charleston-area community which is
experiencing rapid growth. This is the third ballot measure TPL has supported in Dorchester County,
having worked on successful park bonds in 2010 and 2019.

Texas

Dallas – Proposition A, which allows the City of Dallas to increase its hotel tax by 2 percent, was
approved on Tuesday with 68 percent voter support. An estimated $300 million of the $1.5 billion to
be generated will go toward renovation and repair of the historic 277-acre Fair Park, one of Dallas’s
oldest parks and home to the annual State Fair of Texas. The majority of the funds will support the
creation of a new convention center.
Kendall County – Located deep in the heart of the Texas Hill Country, Kendall County is the fifth
fastest growing in the country. Kendall County voters approved a $20 million bond for land
conservation to protect the Guadalupe River, drinking water sources, working farms and ranches,
and wildlife habitat by 67 percent.

Utah

Cache County – Voters in Cache County, UT approved a $20 million general obligation bond at 54
percent. The measure will fund open space land acquisition to protect the water quality, wildlife
habitat, and agricultural lands. Funds from the bond will also be spent on addition trails, trail
connectivity, and maintaining the integrity of the scenic mountain vistas throughout the county.
Salt Lake City – At 69 percent, Salt Lake City voters approved an $85 million general obligation
bond to the November ballot to fund key priorities in the city’s park master plan and to ensure
equitable investment into parks and trails throughout the city. City Council cited seven specific
projects for funding that will improve quality of life, water and air quality, and create more access to
open space for all residents, with a particular emphasis on the historically underserved west side of
the city.

Washington

King County – Voters in the greater Seattle area of King County voted 68 percent for a measure that
will double the existing mill levy enabled by Washington’s Conservation Futures program. The
measure will generate $440 million with the goal of conserving 65,000 acres of open space over
the next thirty years, including forests, trails, rivers, farmlands, and green spaces.
Metro Parks Tacoma – Voters in metropolitan Tacoma voted 63 percent to restore their park district’s
property tax levy to 75 cents per $1,000, the maximum allowable tax rate for parks districts under
state law. Restoring funding for the Metro Parks District will generate to $148 million to fund
wildfire prevention, operations and maintenance of parks and facilities, preserve open space,
expand youth programming, and improve safety and security.
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