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Fw: SCLP SCVAS Joint letter to San Jose March 1 2024 RE: Agenda item 3.5 on March 5
agenda

City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>
Fri 3/1/2024 2:35 PM
To:​Agendadesk <Agendadesk@sanjoseca.gov>​

1 attachments (32 KB)
SCLP SCVAS letter to San Jose March 1 2024.pdf;

Office of the City Clerk | City of San José
200 E. Santa Clara St., Tower 14th Floor
San Jose, CA 95113
Main: 408-535-1260
Fax: 408-292-6207

How is our service?  Your feedback is appreciated!

From: Dashiell Leeds < >
Sent: Friday, March 1, 2024 2:32 PM
To: The Office of Mayor Matt Mahan <mayor@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 <district1@sanjoseca.gov>; District2
<District2@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; District5
<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 <district6@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; District8
<district8@sanjoseca.gov>; District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; City
Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>; Webmaster Manager <webmaster.manager@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc: James Eggers < >; Shani Kleinhaus < >; Mike Ferreira

; Wils Cain < >; Barbara Muir
< >
Subject: SCLP SCVAS Joint letter to San Jose March 1 2024 RE: Agenda item 3.5 on March 5 agenda
 
 

 
You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important

Dear Mayor Mahan and Councilmembers,

The Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society and the Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter support staff
recommendations to develop and implement an Enhanced Neighborhoods and Waterways
approach to addressing homelessness issues that ensures compliance with the NPDES
Stormwater Permit and maintains acceptable levels of service in San Jose neighborhoods.

Please see the attached letter for our full comments.

Sincerely,

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WGJZ872
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

James Eggers
Chapter Director
Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter

Shani Kleinhaus
Environmental Advocate
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society

Email sent from account of 

Dashiell Leeds

Conservation Coordinator 

Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter
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                     SAN MATEO, SANTA CLARA & SAN BENITO COUNTIES 

 

March 1, 2024 

 

San Jose City Hall 

200 E Santa Clara St 

San Jose, CA 95113 

 

Re: Item 3.5 on March 5 Agenda: Stormwater Permit Requirements, Homelessness and 

Neighborhood Considerations. 

 

Dear Mayor Mahan and Councilmembers, 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society and the Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter support staff 

recommendations to develop and implement an Enhanced Neighborhoods and Waterways 

approach to addressing homelessness issues that ensures compliance with the NPDES 

Stormwater Permit and maintains acceptable levels of service in San Jose neighborhoods. 

 

Together our organizations represent tens of thousands of supporters in Santa Clara County, 

including San Jose. Our members care deeply about natural ecosystems, wildlife, and protecting 

our environment.  For decades we have been advocating for the integrity, environmental health 

and biodiversity of riparian and aquatic ecosystems in Santa Clara County and especially in San 

Jose.  

 

In recent times, impacts of homeless encampments along San Jose waterways have been 

accumulating with trash, toxic debris and human waste, as well as erosion and denuding of 

riparian vegetation. The impacts have devastated ecosystems along the creeks and impaired 

water quality locally, downstream, and in the Bay. Clean-up efforts have removed millions of 

tons of trash, and yet the problem persists. 

 

The people experiencing homelessness in these conditions and our waterways deserve better, and 

so do San Jose residents in all city neighborhoods. 

 

We agree with the direction provided by the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control 

Board that asks the City to prioritize abatement and cleanup efforts within a 500-foot buffer from 
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waterways. We also appreciate the concern for the safety and quality of life in San Jose 

neighborhoods. For all of these reasons we support the staff recommendation. 

Sincerely, 

 

James Eggers 

Chapter Director 

Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter 

 

Shani Kleinhaus 

Environmental Advocate 

Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 









   

 

   

 

 
 

March 4, 2024 
  

Mayor Mahan and Council 

City of San José 

San José City Hall  

200 East Santa Clara St. 

San José, CA 95113 
  

RE: Item 3.5 Stormwater Permit Requirements, Homelessness, and Neighborhood 

Considerations 
  

Dear Mayor Mahan and members of the City Council: 

 

On behalf of Save The Bay, I am writing to thank you for taking pollution prevention and 

public health seriously in San José by proposing an approach to addressing the pollution 

impacts of unhoused communities living in waterways. We are pleased to see the City 

taking a balanced and nuanced approach to addressing this complex issue. We support 

the proposal to develop a plan for meeting Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit (MRP) 

requirements, reducing pollution discharge into the Bay, and taking care of our 

community members who live along waterways. As you develop this plan to protect 

our waterways, please work with homeless service providers, advocates, and 

people with lived experience to ensure all actions taken prioritize the health and 

wellbeing of unhoused community members as well as the Bay. 

 

Save The Bay has worked with dozens of cities around the Bay Area to ensure a safe, 

clean Bay, and we have been working with San José for the past several years on 

stormwater management, flooding, and pollution reduction. The City’s staff have been 

diligent in working with key stakeholders and community partners to inform policy 

approaches, and we trust they will take the same thoughtful approach here. 

 

Creek beds and waterways are not healthy or safe places to live, for our unhoused 

neighbors or for the environment, and we strongly support the proposal in the staff 

memo to create a comprehensive plan that addresses both needs. As homeless 

encampments and illegal dumping along creeks are leading sources of pollution in 

waterways in San José, it is essential to provide healthy and safe alternatives that are 

part of a citywide approach to addressing homelessness. 

 

Following the lead of homeless advocates, such as Sacred Heart’s Survivors of the 

Street team, who have been working on this issue and with unhoused communities for 

decades, we support providing services first and primarily, and ensuring that abatement 

activities are not conducted without providing every community member a safe place to 









 
 
The Honorable Matt Mahan, Mayor of San José 
and Members of the City Council 
via email, March 4, 2024 
 
RE: City Council Agenda March 5, 2024, Item 3.5: “Stormwater Permit Requirements, Homelessness and 
Neighborhood Considerations” 
 
Dear Mayor Mahan and Councilmembers, 
 
We in the District 6 Neighborhood Leaders Group (D6NLG), a decades-old association of involved comm-
unity representatives of the numerous District 6 neighborhoods and associations, are dedicated to pre-
serving and enhancing the quality of life in a sustainable and equitable San José. In addition to neighbor-
hood leadership, some of our members have served on various City and County Commissions, and on the 
Boards and Advisory Boards of non-profits and government agencies. Several of us have served on City 
and Water District task forces and working groups.  
 

The District 6 Neighborhood Leaders are generally in support of the Staff’s specific recommendation to 
continue encampment services to Neighborhood and Commercial Sites in addition to the California State 
Water Board’s mandate for increased services within 500 feet of a creek or an intake to the city’s water-
ways. As residents and business owners, we absolutely agree on the need to reduce the impacts of 
unhoused persons and RVs in our neighborhoods and business districts. As environmentalists and lovers of 
nature, our hearts ache at the destruction of the riparian habitat of our creeks and the risks to the San 
Francisco Bay from increasing algal blooms fueled by E. coli from human feces. 
 

We are concerned about the size of the budget estimate: it appears to have been made without planning, 
without outreach to the greater community, without further analysis of the impact to the General Fund 
for quality of life services such as parks and libraries (which already are underfunded), and without quant-
ified specifics on the risks associated with being out of compliance. Specifically, on page 11. 
 

…the Administration will bring forward budget proposals to address the work described in Phases 1 and 2, 

dependent upon available resources, trade-off considerations of other City core services, and direction 

from the City Council’s approval of the Mayor’s March Budget Message for Fiscal Year 2024-2025. 
 

Recommendation: 
We encourage Council to give Staff guidance  

1) to more fully develop a mixed plan of both stormwater and neighborhood homeless services and 
abatement;  

2) to authorize additional professional staff and/or consultants to serve to develop a plan with more 
operational specifics and refined cost estimates;  

3) to conduct outreach among a full range of community members, including a trade-off analysis; 
4) and to explore California Water Board’s receptivity to a phased approach, involving supportive 
elected officials if necessary. 

We ask Council to defer a final decision until budget hearings where the challenges and their impacts can 
be fully sunshined to the full community.  
 

Discussion: 
Develop a Plan First 
After three drafts, there still appears to be no plan approved by the State Water Board. An acceptable 
plan should precede a budget ask. The plan should include where unhoused persons will relocate to and 
how services will be funded in their new location, as well as how to prevent new encampments from 
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