
3.3 Proposed Ordinances Authorizing the Removal of Vehicles Parked in Violation of
Prohibited Large Vehicle Parking Zones and No Overnight Parking Zones.

Recommendation:    
(a) Approve an ordinance amending Chapter 11.98 of Title 11 of the San José Municipal
Code to add Section 11.98.025 authorizing the removal of large vehicles parked upon a
street, or portions thereof, where the parking of large vehicles creates a safety hazard for
pedestrians or vehicles; and amending Section 11.98.040 to require the posting of signage
authorizing the removal of large vehicles parked in “No Large Vehicle Parking Zones.”
(b) Approve an ordinance amending Chapter 11.36 of Title 11 of the San José Municipal
Code to add Section 11.36.255 to prohibit the overnight parking of vehicles upon a street, or
portion thereof; and amending Chapter 11.56 of Title 11 of the San José Municipal Code to
add Section 11.56.060 authorizing the removal of vehicles parked where the overnight
parking of vehicles is prohibited.
CEQA: Not a Project, File No. PP17-008, General Procedure and Policy Making resulting in
no changes to the physical environment. (City Attorney)
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TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: Nora Frimann 
City Attorney 

SUBJECT:  SEE BELOW DATE: March 13, 2024 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED ORDINANCES AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF 
VEHICLES PARKED IN VIOLATION OF PROHIBITED LARGE VEHICLE PARKING 
ZONES AND NO OVERNIGHT PARKING ZONES 

RECOMMENDATION 

A. Approve an ordinance amending Chapter 11.98 of Title 11 of the San Jose Municipal
Code to add Section 11.98.025 authorizing the removal of large vehicles parked
upon a street, or portions thereof, where the parking of large vehicles creates a
safety hazard for pedestrians or vehicles; and amending Section 11.98.040 to
require the posting of signage authorizing the removal of large vehicles parked in
“No Large Vehicle Parking Zones;” and

B. Approve an ordinance amending Chapter 11.36 of Title 11 of the San Jose Municipal
Code to add Section 11.36.255 to prohibit the overnight parking of vehicles upon a
street, or portion thereof; and amending Chapter 11.56.060 authorizing the removal
of vehicles parked where the overnight parking of vehicles is prohibited.

BACKGROUND 

On January 30, 2024, City Council approved a memorandum coauthored by Mayor 
Mahan, and Councilmembers Jimenez, Cohen, Ortiz, and Doan (“Joint Memorandum”) 
directing staff to prepare two ordinances authorizing the removal of vehicles under 
certain the following circumstances.  

1. Prepare an ordinance giving maximum flexibility to add other locations through
Council resolution which prohibits the parking and authorizes the towing of
oversized vehicles on public roadways within any area where an engineering
assessment has identified that safety hazards for pedestrians, bicycles, or
vehicles caused by the parking of oversized vehicles exists.



HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
March 13, 2024 
Subject: Proposed Ordinances Authorizing Removal of Vehicles  
Page 2 
   
 
 

2103581 

2. Prepare an ordinance giving maximum flexibility to add other locations through 
Council resolution, which prohibits the parking and authorized the towing of 
vehicles parked within any area that prohibits parking between the hours of 10:00 
p.m. and 6:00 a.m.   

Chapter 11.98 of the San Jose Municipal Code (“Municipal Code”) regulates “oversized 
vehicles” but refers to them instead as “large vehicles,” which we recommend 
continuing to utilize. Chapter 11.98 regulates large vehicle parking and specifically 
permits the Director of Transportation to designate a street, or portions thereof, as a “no 
large vehicle parking zone” whenever the Director determines that parking of large 
vehicles upon such street, or portions thereof, creates a safety hazard for pedestrians or 
vehicles. However, Chapter 11.98 does not authorize the immediate removal of large 
vehicles parked in violation of the “no large vehicle parking zones.” 

Similarly, Sections 11.36.250 and 11.36.260 of Chapter 11.36 of the Municipal Code 
prohibits the parking of vehicles during certain times in unmetered zones and where 
signs have been placed giving notice that the stopping, standing and parking of vehicles 
on certain streets or highways, or portions thereof, are prohibited during all or certain 
hours of the day. However, neither section authorizes the immediate removal of 
vehicles parked overnight.  

 
ANALYSIS 

The proposed ordinances would authorize the removal of large vehicles parked in 
violation of “No Large Vehicle Parking Zones” and the removal of vehicles parked in 
violation of “No Overnight Parking Zones.” Additionally, the City Council to designate 
additional zones pursuant to California Vehicle Code (“CVC”) Section 22651(n) through 
resolution of the City Council.  
 

1. Authority to Remove Large Vehicles Parked in Violation of “No Large Vehicle 
Parking Zone” 

 
The proposed ordinance amends Chapter 11.98 of the Municipal Code by adding 
Section 11.98.025 which authorizes, pursuant to CVC Section 22651(n), the removal of 
large vehicles parked in violation of a no large vehicle parking zone. In order to conform 
to the notice requirements contained within the CVC, the proposed ordinance also 
amends Section 11.98.040 to provide the posting of signage which provides notice to 
the public that large vehicles parked in violation of the parking zone restrictions are 
subject to removal.  
 

2. Authority to Remove Vehicles Parked in Violation of “No Overnight Parking Zone” 
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The proposed ordinance amends Chapter 11.36 of the Municipal Code by adding 
Section 11.36.255 which prohibits the overnight parking of vehicles in certain zones 
established by the City’s Traffic Engineer. Additionally, the proposed ordinance amends 
Chapter 11.56 to add Section 11.56.060 which authorizes, pursuant to CVC Section 
22651(n), the removal of vehicles parked in violation of a no overnight parking zone.  

 
CONCLUSION 

The proposed ordinances conform to the direction from the City Council from January 
30, 2024, as discussed above. 

 
CEQA 
Not a Project, File No. PP17-009, Staff Reports, Assessments, Annual Reports, and 
Informational Memos that involve no approvals of any City action. 
 
 

NORA FRIMANN  
City Attorney  

 
  

/s/      
 
  
For questions, please contact Matthew Tolnay, Deputy City Attorney, at (408) 535-1900.  
 
cc: Jennifer Maguire, City Manager  
       
 

 



   
 

 
 TO: HONORABLE MAYOR FROM: John Ristow  
  AND CITY COUNCIL    
 
SUBJECT: SEE BELOW  DATE: March 25, 2024 
              
Approved       Date 
         3/29/24     
 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL 
 
 
SUBJECT: PROPOSED ORDINANCES AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF 

VEHICLES PARKED IN VIOLATION OF PROHIBITED LARGE 
VEHICLE PARKING ZONES AND NO OVERNIGHT PARKING ZONES 

 
 
REASON FOR SUPPLEMENTAL 
 
This supplemental memorandum is intended to provide additional background, context, and 
analysis for City Council consideration related to the draft large vehicle and overnight parking 
ordinances which will: 
 

- Authorize the removal of vehicles parked overnight upon a street, or portions thereof, 
where overnight parking of vehicles is prohibited and posted as a tow-away zone; and 

- Authorize the removal of large vehicles parked upon a street, or portions thereof, where 
the parking of large vehicles is prohibited and posted as a tow-away zone as deemed 
appropriate through an engineering assessment noting the parking of large vehicles 
creates a safety hazard for pedestrians, bicycles, or vehicles. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In August 2023, the Rules and Open Government Committee (Committee) directed the City 
Manager to draft an ordinance prohibiting encampments and vehicle dwelling within 150 feet of 
K-12 schools and return to the City Council with a cost estimate to fully enforce the ordinance or 
phase in enforcement with existing resources. In September of 2023, the Committee further 
directed the City Manager and City Attorney to return with a framework for evaluation and 
discussion which should include:  
 

COUNCIL AGENDA: 4/9/24 
FILE: 24-76353 
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- On-Street locations where oversized vehicles could be permitted to park.  
- Street characteristics where restricting parking of oversized vehicles could be enforced. 
- Phased implementation/enforcement of oversized vehicle ordinance restricting parking.  
- Provide notice/maps to residents living in oversized vehicles with areas they can park. 
- Understand ability to enforce existing laws/restrictions pertaining to oversized vehicles.  
- Zoning Code amendments to streamline the creation of recreational vehicles safe parking 

sites. 
 
In response to the above August and September 2023 Committee directions, staff brought 
forward two memos at the January 30, 2024 City Council meeting: 
 

- Item 8.1:  Regulating Oversized Vehicles Citywide 
- Item 8.2:  Addressing Encampments and Oversized Vehicles Around Schools 

 
The City Council accepted the report and referred item 8.1 for discussion to the February 8, 
2024, Neighborhood Services and Education Committee. Further consideration of the 
recommendations in the staff report was directed to the Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Budget process.  
 
The City Council approved item 8.2 with additions and amendments1, which sought to expand 
flexibility to address oversized vehicle impacts citywide. The City Council directed the City 
Manager and City Attorney to: 
 

- Prepare an ordinance giving flexibility to add locations through City Council resolution 
which prohibits the parking and authorizes the towing of oversized vehicles on public 
roadways within any area where an engineering assessment has identified that safety 
hazards for pedestrians, bicycles, or vehicles caused by the parking of oversized vehicles 
exist. 

- Prepare an ordinance giving flexibility to add locations through City Council resolution, 
which prohibits the parking and authorizes the towing of vehicles parked within any area 
that prohibits parking between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

- Initiate a pilot at three K-12 schools most impacted by the parking of oversized vehicles. 
 
 
ANALYSIS   
 
The California Vehicle Code (CVC) establishes enforcement reach, authority, and methods that 
can be used by cities and law enforcement agencies to enforce parking regulations. The CVC’s 
parking codes do not allow a city to regulate activities in and around vehicles. For example, 
living in a vehicle is not an activity contemplated by the CVC. Therefore, the activity cannot be 
regulated through parking restrictions. Additionally, the CVC does not provide a mechanism to 

 
1  January 30, 2024, City Council Meeting, Item 8.2, Addressing Encampments and Oversized Vehicles Around   
   Schools, memorandum co-authored by Mayor Mahan and Councilmembers Jimenez, Cohen, Ortiz, Doan:  

https://sanjoseca.primegov.com/Portal/viewer?id=0&type=7&uid=d22b960b-c475-4268-8093-be07b4483b0a 

https://sanjoseca.primegov.com/Portal/viewer?id=0&type=7&uid=8643dccd-c87d-4546-a13f-1965160f3926
https://sanjoseca.primegov.com/Portal/viewer?id=0&type=7&uid=67551f83-6408-4424-933f-7bb1a4fe1818
https://sanjoseca.primegov.com/Portal/viewer?id=0&type=7&uid=d22b960b-c475-4268-8093-be07b4483b0a
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single out specific vehicle types—e.g., recreational vehicles, boats, trailers—for restriction and 
enforcement. 
 
The CVC authorizes the issuance of a parking citation as the standard penalty for violating 
overnight and oversized vehicle parking restrictions. However, CVC Section 22651(n) allows 
agencies to designate existing parking regulations as towable offenses by adopting a local 
ordinance or resolution. The proposed amendments to the San José Municipal Code will 
introduce an enforcement option authorizing the towing of vehicles in violation of posted 
overnight or oversized restrictions to better achieve compliance within zones identified through 
the adoption of a resolution. Other areas within the City with existing overnight and oversized 
parking restrictions will remain enforceable via citation only. City Council may adopt additional 
overnight/oversized tow zones via resolution, including transitioning existing restrictions to tow 
zones.   
 
The City Council approved three pilot areas to be absorbed with existing resources listed below: 
 

- Independence High School (Council Districts 3 and 5) 
- Shirakawa Elementary School (Council District 7) 
- Challenger School – Berryessa (Council District 3) 

 
Additional sites beyond the three pilot areas will introduce significant increases in workload and 
coordination to the Department of Transportation and partner departments. Additional tow zones 
require at least: 
 

- Engineering analyses of proposed locations where the prohibition of towable overnight or 
oversized vehicle parking may be considered. 

- Outreach to impacted schools, residents, businesses, and potentially vehicles owners. 
- Drafting, in collaboration with the City Attorney’s Office, resolutions for City Council 

approval for each zone(s) where towable oversized and/or overnight parking restrictions 
are to be introduced. 

- Conducting field visits, fabricating, and installing new parking restrictions and tow 
notification signage. 

- Additional personnel and resource availability to support enforcement activities and tow 
coordination. 

 
In addition to added workload and costs the Department of Transportation expects to occur as a 
result of any expansion of enforcement zones, it should be noted that there will be impacts on 
City departments functioning in program support roles. This includes San José Police 
Department, Parks Recreation and Neighborhood Services (BeautifySJ), and Housing personnel 
as they currently have little to no evening response capabilities to support overnight enforcement. 
 
The implementation of posted parking restrictions, both citable and towable, consistently results 
in vehicles relocating just outside the restricted area or elsewhere in the City. It does not reduce 
the overall occurrence rate. For the subset of oversized vehicles that are lived in, supportive 
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housing and services are vital tools to addressing the root causes of their needs. City departments 
will continue to implement and support the development of additional supportive parking sites 
and services.  
 
 
COST SUMMARY/IMPLICATIONS   
 
Expansion of overnight and oversized parking restrictions beyond the three pilot areas would 
require significant investments and would need to be addressed through the Fiscal Year 2024-
2025 or a future year  budget process. City Council’s approval of the Mayor’s March Budget 
Message for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 directed the City Manager to “explore the allocation of one-
time or ongoing funding, as appropriate, to pilot better citywide regulation of oversized vehicles, 
including using tow authority when appropriate to enforce prohibited “overnight” and 
“oversized” parking, facilitate enhanced street sweeping, and implement a 150-ft setback for our 
most impacted schools.”  While the Administration is currently in the process of preparing the 
2024-2025 Proposed Budget to best meet this direction, given the structural/service level 
shortfall in the General Fund and other City Council priorities that will require service tradeoffs, 
it is likely that the funding ultimately recommended in the Proposed Budget to provide some 
level of additional enforcement capability will still be insufficient to implement the full 
implications of these ordinances.    
 
Consistent with City Council direction at its January 30, 2024, meeting, a Manager’s Budget 
Addendum will estimate the additional resource needs and major considerations for enforcement 
programs that achieve objectives approved for oversized vehicles, prohibited overnight and 
oversized parking, enhanced street sweeping, and setbacks for impacted schools.  This 
information will further inform the City Council in its consideration of the Proposed Budget, as 
well as help inform potential investments that may be considered in future years.     
 
 
COORDINATION 
 
This memorandum was coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office and the City Manager’s 
Budget Office.  
 
 
             /s/ 
        JOHN RISTOW 
        Director of Transportation  
 
 
 
For questions, please contact Heather Hoshii, Deputy Director, at heather.hoshii@sanjoseca.gov.  

mailto:heather.hoshii@sanjoseca.gov
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DRAFT 
ORDINANCE NO.  

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN JOSE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 11.98 OF TITLE 11 OF THE SAN 
JOSE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADD SECTION 11.98.025 
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF LARGE VEHICLES 
PARKED UPON A STREET, OR PORTIONS THEREOF, 
WHERE THE PARKING OF LARGE VEHICLES CREATES 
A SAFETY HAZARD FOR PEDESTRIANS OR VEHICLES; 
AND AMENDING SECTION 11.98.040 TO REQUIRE THE 
POSTING OF SIGNAGE AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL 
OF LARGE VEHICLES PARKED IN “NO LARGE VEHICLE 
PARKING ZONES” 

 
 
WHEREAS, on February 15, 1988, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 22736, 

authorizing the City to designate, on a case by case basis, streets where no large 

vehicles may be parked to prevent large vehicles from visually obstructing or impeding 

the flow of traffic or creating special safety problems for pedestrians and vehicle 

operators; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is necessary to authorize the 

removal of large vehicles illegally parked or left standing in violation of “no large vehicle 

parking zones” to prevent large vehicles from visually obstructing or impeding the flow 

of traffic or creating special safety problems for pedestrians and vehicle operators; and 

 

WHEREAS, Subsection (n) of Section 22651 of Article 1 of Chapter 10 of Division 11 of 

the California Vehicle Code authorizes the removal of vehicles parked or left standing 

where a local authority, by resolution or ordinance, has prohibited parking and signs 

have been posted giving notice of the removal; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the California Vehicle Code, the City Council is authorized to 

designate by resolution the removal of large vehicles parked or left standing in violation 

of a “no large vehicle parking zone;” and 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions and requirements of the California 

Environmental Quality Act of 1970, together with related State CEQA Guidelines and 

Title 21 of the San José Municipal Code (collectively, "CEQA"), the provisions of this 

Ordinance do not constitute a project under File No. PP17-008; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council is the decision-making body for this proposed Ordinance; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed and considered the "not a project" 

determination under CEQA prior to taking any approval actions on this proposed 

Ordinance; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN JOSE: 
 

SECTION 1.  A new section 11.98.025 is added to Chapter 11.98 of Title 11 of the San 

José Municipal Code to be numbered, entitled and to read as follows:  

 

11.98.025  Authority to Remove Large Vehicles. 
 

Pursuant to authority under the California Vehicle Code Section 22561(n), as may be 

amended, vehicles parked in violation of Section 11.98.020 may be removed from 

designated no large vehicle parking zone(s) identified in a resolution of the City Council. 

 

SECTION 2.  Section 11.98.040 of Chapter 11.98 of Title 11 of the San José Municipal 

Code is amended to read as follows:  

 

11.98.040  Posting of zone. 
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A. If a zone is designated as a "no large vehicle parking zone," it shall be posted 

by signs or other markings which give notice that large vehicle parking is 

prohibited,  and may be subject to removal.   

 

B.  No such signs or markings shall be placed until fifteen days have elapsed from 

the date of the mailing of the director's notice of determination as required in 

Section 11.98.030.B. 
 

PASSED FOR PUBLICATION of title this _____ day of ___________, 2024, by the 
following vote: 
 
 
 AYES: 
 
 

 

 NOES: 
 
 

 

 ABSENT: 
 
 

 

 DISQUALIFIED: 
 
 

 

 MATT MAHAN 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
TONI J. TABER, CMC 
City Clerk 
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DRAFT 
ORDINANCE NO. _____ 

  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN JOSE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 11.36 OF TITLE 11 OF THE SAN JOSE 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADD SECTION 11.36.255 TO 
PROHIBIT THE OVERNIGHT PARKING OF VEHICLES 
UPON A STREET, OR PORTIONS THEREOF; AND 
AMENDING CHAPTER 11.56 OF TITLE 11 TO ADD 
SECTION 11.56.060 AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF 
VEHICLES PARKED WHERE THE OVERNIGHT PARKING 
OF VEHICLES IS PROHIBITED  
 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is necessary to authorize the removal 

of vehicles illegally parked or left standing overnight in violation of “no overnight parking 

zones” in order to provide for the public’s efficient use of affected contiguous properties 

and the free or unrestricted flow of traffic; and 

 

WHEREAS, Subsection (n) of Section 22651 of Article 1 of Chapter 10 of Division 11 of 

the California Vehicle Code authorizes the removal of vehicles parked or left standing 

where a local authority, by resolution or ordinance, has prohibited parking and signs have 

been posted giving notice of the removal; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the California Vehicle Code, the City Council is authorized to 

designate by resolution the removal of vehicles parked or left standing in violation of a 

“no overnight parking zone;” and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions and requirements of the California Environmental 

Quality Act of 1970, together with related State CEQA Guidelines and Title 21 of the San 

José Municipal Code (collectively, "CEQA"), the provisions of this Ordinance do not 

constitute a project under File No. PP17-008; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Council is the decision-making body for this proposed Ordinance; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed and considered the "not a project" 

determination under CEQA prior to taking any approval actions on this proposed 

Ordinance; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 

JOSE: 

 

SECTION 1.  A new section 11.36.255 is added to Chapter 11.36 of Title 11 of San 

Jose Municipal Code to be numbered, entitled and to read as follows: 

 

11.36.255  Stopping, standing and parking – No Overnight Parking. 

 

A. No person shall stop, stand, or park any vehicle on or along those streets or 

highways, or portions thereof that have been designated as a no overnight 

parking zone between 10:00 PM and 6:00 AM. 

B. Signs shall be posted to provide notice of the prohibition under this Section. 

C. No overnight parking zones may be designated by the traffic engineer on the 

basis of traffic engineering studies which address the need for efficient use by 

the public of affected contiguous properties taking into account available parking 

facilities. 

 

SECTION 2.   A new section 11.56.060 is added to Chapter 11.56 of Title 11 of San 

Jose Municipal Code to be numbered, entitled and to read as follows: 
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11.56.060  Removal of vehicles parked in violation of no overnight parking zones. 

 

Pursuant to the requirements of California Vehicle Code Section 22561(n), the City 

Council may, by resolution, authorize the removal of vehicles parked in a no overnight 

parking zone defined by Section 11.36.255. 

 

PASSED FOR PUBLICATION of title this _____ day of ___________, 2024, by the 
following vote: 
 
 
 AYES: 
 
 

 

 NOES: 
 
 

 

 ABSENT: 
 
 

 

 DISQUALIFIED: 
 
 

 

 MATT MAHAN 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
TONI J. TABER, CMC 
City Clerk 
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FW: April 9, 2024 Council Agenda items 3.3 and 3.4

City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>
Mon 4/8/2024 7:43 AM
To:​Agendadesk <Agendadesk@sanjoseca.gov>​

 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Patty McNeil 
Sent: Friday, April 05, 2024 8:29 PM
To: City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; The Office of Mayor Matt Mahan
<mayor@sanjoseca.gov>; Dang, Tara <Tara.Dang@sanjoseca.gov>
Subject: April 9, 2024 Council Agenda items 3.3 and 3.4
 
 

 

Honorable Mayor Mahan, and City Council,
Concerning Agenda Item 3.3 and 3.4-
As a District 7 Community Member, I have first hand knowledge of the problems with RV's being parked on city
streets.
In our Stonegate West neighborhood, we have 9 RVs parked on Umbarger Road between McLaughlin and Tuers
Rd. After reading your April 9, 2024 Agenda items; 3.3 and 3.4, I have questions that I want you to think about and
consider before approving these Proposed Ordinance Recommendations.
 
3.3-"Proposed Ordinance Authorizing the Removal of Vehicles Parked in Violation of Prohibited
Large Vehicle Parking Zones and No Overnight Parking Zones''. 
     Who determines how these Zones are chosen? San Jose already has areas that have signs for no parking over a
certain length of vehicle. Our neighborhood has already asked our District 7 representative if we can have this
signage on Umbarger. So far the answer has been "No" by default, nothing has happened.
     section (a) "...where the parking of large vehicles creates a safety hazard for pedestrians or vehicles..."
             Who will define safety hazards? Right now we are dealing with human waste from RV's. Although Bio-
waste bags have been provided, not all the RV's are using them. I dread Summer when a walk in the park means
the wafting of Bio-waste stewing in plastic bags for a week or two. The amount of trash or just their personal
belongings stored on the park property is a hazard. Our two lane street (Umbarger Road) is really a one-way street
because two cars can't pass each other at 9 different areas of Umbarger Road.
    section (b)  The portion prohibiting overnight parking.
             Does that include us neighbors? We are a multi-generational neighborhood and we need overnight
parking. Again, who determines these areas for "No" overnight parking, what is the criteria?
3.4- "Proposed Ordinance Codifying the Existing Encampment Management Program around Schools and
Establishing School Clearance Zones."
          Does the city really have an Existing Encampment Management Program? Where is this information? Who
wrote it and when? How can I get my hands on it?
      "...prohibit certain obstructions within 150 feet of schools."
            What in the world are "certain obstructions"? That is so open to interpretation.
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            I believe parks should be included in the Clearance Zones. The children in our neighborhood are no longer
riding their bikes along the Umbarger pathway because                        parents don't feel it is safe to do so.
 
Thank you for your Public Service, and consideration of my thoughts and questions.
Patty McNeil

 
 

 













 

 







































Banning RVs is Not About Street Safety

This is a guest blog by SVBC member and Policy Advisory Committee member Janet Lafleur 

@ladyfleur 

Last week my husband came in from a bike ride with the news: “Did you see they put up “no 

parking” signs in our neighborhood?” I hadn’t, but neither of us were surprised to see signs. 

Mountain View’s city officials had been wrestling with whether to prevent “oversized” 



vehicles parking on city streets for years, finally punting the issue to voters in the November 

2020 election. The final result was a ban on parking of any vehicle larger than 22 feet long, 

seven feet wide or seven feet tall on so-called narrow streets (defined as less than 40 feet in 

width). The city justified the ban with traffic safety concerns, and in particular, bicycle safety. 

Spoiler Alert: It’s not about the bikes

The city didn’t enforce size restrictions when bicycle safety 

was the only reason. We bike advocates had complained for 

years about the huge commercial vehicles parked on 

Shoreline Boulevard: dump trucks, delivery vans, tree 

trimming trucks. Even though the trucks and vans were 

parked well into the bike lane on a busy road, police and city 

officials told us they couldn’t do anything about it. Nor were 

officials concerned about cars parked on much narrower, 26 

foot wide stretches of the city’s premier bike boulevard.

What the ban is really about is whose vehicles should be 

allowed to park on city streets. 

 When the price of rental housing skyrocketed over 50% in 

the last decade, more Mountain View residents turned to living in vehicles on city streets. 

Official counts have revealed up to 300 vehicles that serve as housing, primarily parked 

along non-residential streets. About two-thirds are the larger RVs that exceed the parking 

ban’s size limits.

The majority of these residents previously rented apartments or homes in Mountain View, but 

couldn’t afford an extreme rent hike. Some work low-wage jobs, some are retired, some are 

disabled, some have young children. Most have ties to the community: their jobs are here, 

their kids attend school here, or their support network of friends and family are here. And 

many ride bikes. 

Bikes and RVs already co-exist without any problems 

You’ll find bikes of all sizes are parked next to their vehicles. 

The most popular RV parking areas are an easy ride or walk 

to grocery stores, retail and restaurant jobs, local schools, 

recreational trails, and parks—just like the rental homes, they 

were priced out of. 

Like many of my neighbors living in vehicles, bikes, transit, 

and walking are my main forms of transportation. Bicycling 

past RVs is not any more hazardous than bicycling past 

Portable toilet facilities are 

provided for vehicle 

dwellers on Wentworth 

Street where parking large 

vehicles is now banned.

Bicycles are used as 

everyday transportation by 



parked cars. Open car doors stick out further into traffic 

than RVs do, and RVs rarely have traffic-side doors.

The ban is not about protecting children, either. Relative to a 

kid’s height, SUVs are just as obstructive as the so-called “oversized” vehicles. And the only 

children I see anywhere near the RVs are the kids who live in them. Two preschool-aged 

sweeties regularly wave at me when I ride by on my way to the train. I wave back because 

that’s what neighbors do. 

What cities can do instead of banning RVs 

Cities can make some straightforward changes to improve traffic safety around large parked 

vehicles. Where sightlines are a problem, they can remove parking spaces at the intersection. 

Where vehicles spill over into bike lanes, they can re-stripe to widen bike lanes by narrowing 

or removing travel lanes. That’s what Mountain View recently did on Shoreline Blvd and it’s 

much safer, with or without the large parked vehicles. 

More importantly, all of the cities in our region need to address the root cause—a housing 

crisis that’s driving residents out of homes and into vehicles. Mountain View has instituted 

rent control protections that have helped keep some residents in their homes. But we simply 

need to build more housing, both affordable and market-rate, to slow down the displacement 

of existing residents as employers draw more people into our area for the booming Silicon 

Valley industry. 

To serve the immediate housing needs, we encourage cities to set up safe parking areas with 

bathrooms and garbage service near shopping, jobs, and schools, so that residents who live 

in RVs can continue to bike and walk for their daily trips. And not ban them from virtually 

every street in town.

It’s up to us to push back when city officials or our neighbors try to use bicycle safety as an 

excuse to push residents out of town. Large parked vehicles aren’t what makes our streets 

unsafe for bicycling and walking. It’s the moving vehicles of any size, and the city, county, and 

state policies that prioritize vehicle speed and driver convenience over all of our safety.

people who live in the RVs 

on Mountain View streets.
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